CHAPTER FIVE: THE TEN PRINCIPLES OF REALISM

"We have to deal, indeed, with an extensive and
deeply-rooted social disease, which has dug itself
into the very body of society like a kind of ulcer;
at times even threatening its very existence, but
always harmful in the highest degree. Countless
crimes are committed, and millions of criminals
condemned,
every
year.
Economically,
the
disadvantages to society are very great ... I think it
is undeniable that crime is a source of stupendous
waste of money to society. Next to the economic, we
have, moreover, the still more important moral
disadvantages. If criminality is closely bound up
with the moral standards of a people, in return it
sends out demoralizing influences towards the
normal sections of the population. And when one
adds to all this the damage and grief suffered by
the victims of the crime, and also the constant
menace which criminality constitutes to society, the
total obtained is already a formidable one.
Neither ought we to forget the suffering on the part
of the criminal himself, who - in whatever way one
may wish to judge him, is after all, a part of
humanity too.
The reasons for the study of criminology
should therefore be clear.
Admittedly it is a
science which is widely studied for its own sake,
just like other sciences; crime and criminals are
not a bit less interesting than stars or microbes.
The element of la science pour la science should be
present in every scientist, otherwise he will be no
good in his profession; and this applies to the
criminologist too.
But this point of view is
secondary as compared with the practical aspect,
just as in the case of medical science. Indeed,
comparison with the latter repeatedly suggests
itself. Criminology ought before anything to show
humanity the way to combat, and especially, prevent,
crime. What is required more than anything is
sound knowledge, whereas up to the present we have
had far too much of dogma and dilettantism."
(Willem Bonger, 1935, pp.5-7).
THE ROOTS OF REALISM
The last twenty years has witnessed a remarkable
intensification of debate in criminology. The core
problem was the consistent rise in crime occurring

